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Executive Summary

Executive Summary

Raimi and Associates, InBRHA retained Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Rifjdmnprepare a historic
resources survein support of the City of Watsonville Downtown Specific Plan (DWB&EPWSP is
acomprehensive planning documeand regulatory tool whichupon completion, will assist the

Gty of Watsonville (Cityfo implement its General Plan lgpidingdevelopment in the DWSP area

The purpose othe historic resources survey to provide the Cjt with baseline data on existing
conditions and to identify known and potentiakligibleindividual and groupings of historic
resourcesn the DWSP ared his information will infornfuture planning and development efforts

and supportcompliance withCaifornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and other applicable state
and local regulations.

This report presents a summary of the work performed by Rinspecifically a focused background
research effort and a reconnaissanlexel survey of the DWSP arédl work was carried out in
accordance with the applicable guidelines and standards, including the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for Archaeology and Historic PreservatiwhNational Park Service Bulletin No. 24,
Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation Plandimnyerseery Architectural
Historianswho meet the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Stand&@Sjor
architectural historyand history(36 CFR Part 61).

Rincon’dhackground research effoimcludeda review of existing documentation related to
potential historic resources in the DW&Ra withadditionalbackground andrchival research
performedas necessary to inform survefforts. During the period in which t& study was
undertaken, themovement of people throughout California was limited in response to CQ¥ID
andresearchwas therefore largely limited tavailabledigital resources.

Following the background research effdescribed abovea reconnaissanckevel survey of the
DWSP area, inclusive of approximaé®p Santa Cruz County Assessor’s parcels totalingjuest
195acres was conductedAlso,in response tahe COVIEL9restrictionsnoted above, survey
methods relied heavily on online and othertual technology. To limit the timarchitectural
historians spent physically in the field, the survey employed adi®@p process in which the entirety
of the DWSP area was first surveyed digitally through the use of Google(dgital desktop
review) Following thedigital desktop reviewQty staff performeda focused survey giroperties
identified during thepreliminarysurveyefforts. Under the direction of Rincon’s P@Balified
Architectural Historian<City stafffield checked and photographed approximat&0 Santa Cruz
County Assessor’s parceddter Covid19 related restrictions were lifted, RinconArchitectural
Historianperformed aspot checko confirmsurveyfindings.

As a result of the research and sunefforts described above, Rincon confirmed the DWSP area
contains13 propertes which are currently listed in the National Register of Historic Places,
California Register of Historical Resources, and/or Watsonville Historic Register. As propecties whi
are currently designtad, they qualify as historical resources for the purposes of CEQA. The research
and survey efforts also identified 77 potentially eligible individaaburces within the DWSP area.

For the purposes of future planning efforts, potenliyagligibleindividual resources were divided

into two tiers (Tier | and Tier Il) based on their level of integrity. Tier | resources are those that have
a high degree of historic integrity, while Tier Il resources have a lesser degnéegoity. The

purpose of differentiating Tier | and Tier Il properties is to classify those properties which have a
higher likelihood of historical resources eligibility pending further study and formal evaluation. The
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survey identified 59ier | and 18 Tier Il resourc@he effort additionally identified four areas within
the DWSP which contain intact groupings of historic period development that may, pending further
research, be appropriate for designation as potential historic districts or alternatigely

conservation overlay zones. Recommendations to address potential impacts and to support future
historic preservation planning efforts have also been provided.




Project Background

1 Project Background

Raimi and Associates, InRHA retained Rincon Consultants, Inc. @in) to preparea
reconnaissancéevel survey of th®owntownWatsonvilleSpecific Pla(DWSParea. The DWSP
area(survey areapccupies roughly 195 acres in the central portion of the city of Watsonville, Santa
Cruz County, Californi&igure ). The boundaries of the survey araee consistent with the DWSP
area andnclude approximately 420 Santa Cruz Courgyeasor’s parcels the southernportion of

the city. The survey area centersia one mile stretch of MaiStreet between the banks of the
Pajaro River and Santa Cruz Road. Its irregular boundaries are depicted in Figpméaihed within
the survey arearethe city’s historieperioddowntown areajts currentcivic center and several
historic-periodresidential areag addition to pockets of industrial development. While
developmentm the survey area is characteristically lowse, there are several mid-rise commercial
and institutional buildings on and alomdgin Streetbetween Riverside Drive and Lake Avenue. The
survey area is bound on all sides by urbanized areas of the citytsbiivdle.

RinconSenior Architectural Historian Steven TreffersHVP, provided strategic oversight and
managemenbf the project Architectural Historians James WilliamsAvand Rachel Perzel, M.,
conducted the background research effdigital desktop reviewand ceauthored this report. Field
survey efforts were conducted by the city of Watsonville Community Development Department
Director, Suzi Merriamnder the direction of Mr. Trefferdis. Perzel performed the spot check of
survey resultsMr. Treffers, Ms. Perzel and Mr. Williams meet and exceed the Secretary of the
Interior's Professional Qualification Standa(B€Sjor architectural history and history (36 CFR
Part 61).

The current study included a focused background research effort and a reconnaissance-level survey
of the DWSP area. It builds on earlier efforts that preliminarily identified potential historic resources
in the survey area. Earlier efforts include the compilation of the City of Watsonville Historic Register
(Watsonville HRps part of he Draft Watsonville Vista 2030 General Péard a field survey of

potentially significant propertieandertaken by the city in 2003 he purposef this studyis to

provide thecity with baseline data on existing conditions andgxatial historic resources the

DWSP areao help guide theifuture planning and managemeand to facilitate compliance with

the California Environmental Quality Act (CE@#gother applicable state and local regulations
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Figure 1 DWSP Area Vicinity Map
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